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The synthesis of unsubstituted pyridinium salt containing the 4-oxothiazolidine
moiety bonded via C(5) to the N position of the pyridine nucleus is reported. The
nucleophilic displacement of pyridine from pyridinium salt by the selected nucle-
ophiles leads to the formation of new 5-substituted 4-oxothiazolidines in good yields.

Keywords 4-Oxothiazolidine; methoxy group; neutral nucleophile; nucleophilic substi-
tution; pyridinium salt

INTRODUCTION

Numerous N-substituted pyridinium perchlorates 2, generated from
2,4,6-triphenylpyrilium salt 1 and primary amines, react with various
nucleophiles to give substitution products 3 (Scheme 1).1−3

Aspects of this two-step sequence, including the preparation of pyril-
ium salts, the mechanistic study, and synthetic utility of the transfer of
N-alkyl groups from pyridinium salts to nucleophiles have been exten-
sively reviewed.4,5 Substitution reactions of 1-(3-cyano-5-nitropyridyl-
2)pyridinium salt, in which the unsubstituted pyridine acts as a
leaving group,6 and pyrylium salt-catalyzed substitution reactions

Received July 9, 2004; accepted October 5, 2004.
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SCHEME 1

of acetals with silylated nuclophiles,7 represent recent and valuable
contributions.

Herein, we report the synthesis of a new piridinium salt of
this type, i.e. (Z)-2-[4-oxo-5-(pyridinium-1-yl)thiazolidin-2-ylidene]-N-
phenylacetamide bromide (7), and preliminary results of the nucle-
ophilic functionalization at the C(5) position.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

We have recently reported that (Z)-2-alkylidene-4-oxothiazolidines 4,
with an acetate group attached at the C(5) position, undergo the regios-
elective α-bromination under mild experimental conditions (10–30 min,
0◦C to rt), affording α-bromo-α,β-unsaturated compounds 5 (Scheme 2)
in good yields (60–66%).8,9 Isolated, or in situ, formed vinyl bromides
5 were subsequently converted, via pyridine-induced rearrangement,
into the stereodefined push–pull thiazolidines 6 with the two fully de-
localized exocyclic C C bonds at the C(2) and C(5) positions.

SCHEME 2
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The overall reactivity of 5-substituted precursors (Z)-4 (R =
CH2CO2Et) versus unsubstituted substrates (Z)-4 (R = H) toward
bromine is not varying greatly. By contrast to the facile rearrangement
of 5-substituted 4-oxothiazolidines occurring because of an enhanced
resonance stabilization of compounds 6, the reaction of 5a (R = H, R1

= NHPh) with a tenfold molar excess of pyrdine in CHCl3 was very
slow (97 h, reflux). Based on spectroscopic data (see Experimental), the
product, isolated in a clean rearrangement reaction and in good yield,
was characterized as the new pyridinium salt 7. The identical rear-
rangement of vinyl bromide 5b (R = H; R1 = NHCH2CH2Ph) takes
place readily, yielding the corresponding pyridinium salt, while with
an enaminone-type thiazolidine precursor 5c (R = H; R1 = Ph) stable
parent compound 4c was formed.

Hence, the report by Hutchinson and Tarbell10 that the unsubsti-
tuted pyridine in pyridinium salts can be a potential leaving group, led
us to employ the pyridinium salt 7, which has the 4-oxothiazolidine
moiety connected through the C(5) atom to the N-position, as the sub-
strate for substitution reactions. Thus, the reactions of pyridinium
salt 7 with the selected nucleophiles (Scheme 3) are summarized in
Table I. Spectroscopic data and elemental analyses were consistent with
the structures of the substitution products 8–10 formed in satisfactory
yields.

SCHEME 3

Despite the fact that pyridine is a poor leaving group, and that
the pyridinium ring cleavage can occur by nucleophilic attack at the
2, 4, and 6 positions,11−13 we did not observe a decrease in effective-
ness of these substitution reactions, affording the new 5-substituted
4-oxothiazolidines.
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TABLE I Selected Analytical and 1H NMR (DMSO-d6) Data for
Products 8–10a Obtained by Substitution Reactions of Pyridinium
Salt 7

Nucleophile Product (yield, %)b Mp (◦C) NHring C(α)H C(5)H

Morpholine 8 (85) 161–3 11.49 5.79 5.44
Aniline 9 (80)c 180–4 11.52 5.41 6.30
Methanol 10 (70) 155–8 11.42 5.46 5.96

aObtained by column chromatography (silica gel) as Z/E mixtures in various
ratios which depend on eluent polarity.14

bYields of the isolated products based on vinyl bromide 5a (Scheme 2, R = H; R1 =
NHPh).

cCrude product.

EXPERIMENTAL

Synthesis of (Z )-2-[4-Oxo-5-(pyridinium-1-yl)thiazolidin-
2-ylidene]-N-phenylacetamide Bromide (7)

Pyridine (0.33 mL, 4.2 mmol) was added to a suspension of
the 70/30 mixture of (Z/E)-2-bromo-2-(4-oxothiazolidin-2-ylidene)-N-
phenylacetamide (5a) (0.13 g, 0.42 mmol) in chloroform (8.8 mL). The
mixture was brought to reflux and stirred over the period of 97 h, when
TLC indicated complete consumption of the starting material. Then, the
reaction mixture was evaporated to dryness at 40◦C, affording 0.16 g of
the crude brownish product 7, mp 198–200◦C, which was not purified
because of the decomposition upon column chromatography. Spectral
data for the pyridinium salt 7 are as follows: IR (KBr): ν 3250, 3186,
3129, 3024, 1725, 1665, 1599, 1540, 1384, 1309, 1281, 1243, 1150, 830,
758, 694 cm−1; 1H NMR (DMSO-d6) δ 6.13 (s, 1H, =CH), 7.04 (t, 1H,
p-phenyl, J = 7.4 Hz), 7.06 (s, 1H, CHS), 7.31 (t, 2H, m-phenyl, J =
7.4 Hz), 7.62 (d, 2H, o-phenyl, J = 7.4 Hz), 8.24 (dd, 2H, m-pyridine,
Jo-H = 5.8 Hz, Jp-H = 7.8 Hz), 8.75 (t, 1H, p-pyridine, J = 7.8 Hz), 9.31
(d, 2H, o-pyridine, J = 5.8 Hz), 10.25 (s, 1H, NHexo), 12.50 (broad s,
1H, NHring); 13C NMR (DMSO-d6): δ 71.8 (CHS), 96.6 ( CH), 119.1
(o-phenyl), 123.4 (p-phenyl), 128.7 (m-phenyl or m-pyridine), 129.1 (m-
phenyl or m-pyridine), 139.4 (C1-phenyl), 144.9 (o-pyridine), 148.1 [p-
pyridine, or C(2) ], 148.8 [p-pyridine or C(2) ], 165.2 (COexo), 168.4
(COring); MS (ESI): m/z (rel. intensity) 312 (M+, 100), 233 (38).
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